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From Slave to University
Founder:
Historical Society
Remembers William Hooper
Councill
A former slave who
rose to become an
educator, lawyer,
minister, newspaper
editor,
politician
and author, and to
become the founder
of what is now
Alabama A&M University,
William
Hooper Councill has left a significant mark in
the history of Huntsville and Madison County.
For its March meeting, the Huntsville/Madison County Historical Society will host Joseph
Lee, who will bring to life the story of Councill,
who was sold as a slave at an auction block
where the university he helped found now
stands. In addition to founding the Huntsville
Normal School, which became A&M, Councill
helped found the Lincoln School, edited a local
newspaper, practiced law before the state
Supreme Court, and was the namesake of the
first high school for African Americans in Huntsville.
Joseph Lee is a practicing professional with
more than 30 years of experience in various city
and regional planning positions in the southeast
and around the world. Lee has a connection to
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Councill through Alabama A&M University,
where he served as chair of the Dept. of Community & Regional Planning. His active role in
promoting and preserving local history has
included assisting A&M in obtaining local,
state, and national recognition for the older
sector of the campus which is known as the
Normal Historic District. Later, he worked
with AAMU President Robert Jennings and
alumnus Dr. Evelyn Scott to charter the
Normal Historic District Preservation Association, which was created to protect and promote
the Normal Historic District and the State
Black Archives, Research Center & Museum. In
2015, Joseph retired from Alabama A&M University but still serves as Executive Director of
the AAMU CDC (a private 501c3 not-for-profit). which has assisted in revitalizing two (2)
low-wealth neighborhoods (i.e., Meadow Hills
and Edmonton Heights) adjacent to the
campus by acquiring and reconstructing dilapidated housing units and offering neighborhood services.
The meeting will be held on Sunday, March
10 at 2 p.m. in the auditorium of the downtown
branch of the Huntsville/Madison County
Public Library.
This meeting will be part of the Historical
Society’s Hometown Huntsville campaign celebrating Alabama’s Bicentennial, focused on
offering a “Huntsville History 101” approach to
let city residents who have never had the
opportunity to learn about its origins hear the
big events that shaped the Rocket City.
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The Old Sidewalk Revealed
Work continues to preserve a hidden treasure
that harkens to Huntsville’s architectural roots.
If you’ve not yet been to visit, you can see Huntsville’s 1800s-era handmade brick sidewalk
during
Downtown
Huntsville’s
monthly
ArtWalks.

Each second Friday evening this spring and
summer, vendors will offer their wares near the
old sidewalk’s location at 205 East Side Square.
On May 10, designer Berry Baugh Allen will be on
hand to describe how he built the new viewing
frame. He’ll be selling the decorative rosettes
(AKA gift paperweights for Mother’s Day) that
enhance the frame and match our downtown
streetscape. We’ll also have the rosettes for sale at
our March 10 meeting, with a portion of the revenue benefitting the Society.
At press time, Berry was designing additional
venting of the sidewalk’s frame, to solve the prob-
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lems of interior condensation. The current
hidden grates are not yet sufficient: the old
bricks and ground naturally release moisture.
The temperatures of the warmer air in the interior and the colder air above the glass combine
to create water droplets. In summer, these usually dispel by noon to give a clear view. But in
less-sunny weather, the sidewalk can be harder
to see.
We’ve ordered the final metal signage and
scheduled its installation during a first quarterly
maintenance this spring. We’ll unlock the frame
and lift the heavy top. Then we’ll clean the glass
and wipe on a rain repellant so the condensation
can drain better. We’re also considering a solar
fan with additional photocells.
This work is funded by your donations at meetings, with additional support by your Society
and The Historic Huntsville Foundation.
Thanks also for generous in-kind labor and
resources from the city’s Green Team, Public
Works, and Facilities departments. You too can
help maintain the sidewalk and create materials
to share its legacy. Volunteers to our team are
most welcome. To make a tax-deductible contribution, send a check made out to Huntsville-Madison County Historical Society, and
marked “sidewalk,” to HMCHS, Box 666,
Huntsville, AL 35804. To learn more about the
sidewalk’s history and archeology, watch for
Carol Codori’s article in the next Review.

A&M Marker Unveiling
Scheduled
The Historical Society’s Marker Committee is
preparing for multiple marker installations
during the 2019 Bicentennial Year. The first of
these will be a marker presentation to be held at
Alabama A&M University at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, March 27. Additional marker announcements will be coming soon.
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Allen Completes
Bicentennial Talk Series

Kudos to HMCHS Past President John Allen, who in
January completed his 28th and final speaking
engagement on the Alabama Bicentennial, at the "Fellowship Club" of the First Baptist Church in Huntsville. Allen continues to be an outstanding advocate
for local history, and his efforts are appreciated.

Library, EarlyWorks Seek
Volunteers
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with organization efforts that are netting additional space for special collections. If you are
interested in helping, contact Heather Adkins at
hadkins@hmcpl.org.
EarlyWorks is seeking volunteers at the EarlyWorks museum, the Huntsville Historic Depot
and Constitution Hall Park to assist with visiting
school groups and with spring and summer programs. In addition to “operational volunteers”
who help with visiting groups and special
events, volunteers are also needed for activities
such as blacksmithing, candle dipping, lace
making, musicians, period actors, etc. For more
information, contact Julia Coberly at
256.564.8123.

Bylaw Revisions to Be Proposed at March Meeting

As mentioned at the December meeting, revisions to
the bylaws will be brought before the membership at
the March 10 meeting. The Society voted in 2017 to
change its fiscal year and when dues are to be paid,
which caused the fiscal year and membership year to
be out of sync. At the next meeting, the Board will
bring a proposal that the membership year and
officer terms be formally brought into alignment
again with the fiscal year.

Relics of the Rocket City
Revealed

At our last meeting, the Society enjoyed a great talk
by Ed Stewart, curator at the U.S. Space & Rocket
Center. Stewart entertained a packed house with
tales of Huntsville’s role in the Space Race in a talk
illustrated by historic items and sites from that time

Society members looking for volunteer opportunities

period. You can now get a look at some of those

may be interested in contacting the Huntsville/Madi-

relics in a new exhibit created by Stewart and others

son County Public Library or the EarlyWorks Family

at USSRC in the Rocket Center’s new exhibit,

of Museums. The Library is seeking volunteers to help

Apollo: When We Went to the Moon, celebrating the

with the Special Collections. Volunteers will help

50th anniversary of Apollo 11.
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