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Next Meeting Topic:
The Birth of
Huntsville
Many many stories can be told from over two
centuries of Huntsville history, but eventually it
all comes back to John Hunt and Big Spring.
At our next meeting, the Huntsville-Madison
County Historical Society will be sharing the
story of the settling of Huntsville and of the
city’s earliest days. The story of Huntsville’s
birth will be brought to life by none other than
Guy Collins, who brings Huntsville founder
John Hunt to life each year in the Maple Hill
Cemetery Stroll.
Coach Guy Collins is a native Huntsvillian. A
University of Alabama graduate, he taught
history for 34 years at Grissom High School,
including Advanced Placement European History , AP United States History and Alabama History. During his time at Grissom he served as
Head Baseball Coach and Head Girls Basketball
Coach. He was co-sponsor of the school newspaper Imprint and Huddle sponsor for FCA. He is
married to the former Deborah Barker and has
two daughters, Laura and Whitney.
Since his retirement he has taught several
classes at the Osher Institute at UAH. He is a
board member for the Huntsville Pilgrimage
Association and for the last three years he has
portrayed John Hunt at the Cemetery Stroll.
From childhood oral history stories from his
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father, to his studies under Dr. Charles Summersell at the University of Alabama, Guy has
always had a passion for 19th century Alabama
History. He is excited to discuss with us a few
stories of Early Huntsville.
The meeting will be on Sunday, June 10 at 2
p.m. at the main downtown branch of the
Huntsville/Madison County Public Library.
This meeting will be part of the Historical
Society’s Hometown Huntsville campaign,
focused on offering a “Huntsville History 101”
approach to let city residents who have never
had the opportunity to learn about its origins
hear the big events that shaped the Rocket City.

Guy Collins as John Hunt in the Maple Hill Cemetery Stroll. Photo by @WoodlandsWaters
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Sunken Sidewalk Project:
A Window on the Past
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and Mrs. Mitchell Howie. She is a key partner
to the Society and has graciously supported our
project by opening their lobby for meetings. We
thank them and look forward to helping plan
history displays together.”
If you would like to help support the project,
donations can be made at Society meetings or
by contacting Codori. We encourage Society
members to visit the site and see the progress.

Historical Marker
Committee Update
By Alex Luttrell
Ben Hoksbergen, archeologist at Redstone Arsenal,
donates his time and expertise to date the brick from the
sunken sidewalk. New signage and a web site soon will
explain the sidewalk’s construction.

The Huntsville-Madison County Historical
Society, in partnership with the City of Huntsville, the Historic Huntsville Foundation, and
others, is working to preserve a window into
downtown Huntsville’s past in a very literal way
this summer with the Sunken Sidewalk Project.
Fueled by the vision and passion of Board
Member Carol Codori, the project will help
preserve a section of 19th century brick sidewalk
on the Huntsville Courthouse Square, near the
corner of Northside and Eastside Square. A new
viewing plate will be installed, interior lighting
will enable night viewing, and new signage will
explain the significance of this historic treasure.
“The sidewalk is directly in front of the former
county Law Library, also to be renovated in the
future,” Codori explained. “This lovely
tile-fronted building is now owned by Attorney

The Huntsville-Madison County Historical
Society (HMCHS) Marker Committee met on
May 2 to review recent activities and discuss
plans for the remainder of the year. Our
marker refurbishment focus during the past
two years has resulted in 23 markers being
restored in time to celebrate the Alabama
Bicentennial.
Most of the work was performed locally by
Restoration Huntsville and funded by our society and several other civic/patriotic organizations. Two of the markers (Alabama A&M University and Maple Hill Cemetery) were refurbished by Sewah Studios with a grant from the
Alabama Historical Association/Alabama
Tourism Department. We now have only a
couple of markers remaining that need to be
addressed.
Most of the refurbished markers were simply
re-installed with little fanfare; however,
unveiling ceremonies were held for the Hunts-
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ville Female Seminary (11 Jun 2017), John Williams Walker Home Site (30 Jul 2017), and Bell
Factory
(14
Dec
2017)
markers.
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Society, Lee also served as chairman of the Burritt Museum Board of Directors, president of the
Alabama Archaeological Society, and president
of the Alabama Historical Association.

The majority of the May 2 meeting was
devoted to reviewing draft text for a new marker
commemorating the Church Street Black Community of the early to mid 1900s. This marker is
being sponsored by the African-American
Bicentennial Committee. Our committee has
several other markers in the hopper, awaiting
either research or funding or both: Lowe Mill,
U.S. Space Program/Rocket City, University of
Alabama-Huntsville, Cobb Cemetery, Cabaniss
Cotton Spinning Factory.

In Memorium: Society
Past President Jim Lee
James W. (Jim) Lee, a past president of the
Huntsville-Madison County Historical Society,
passed away on April 24 at age 82. A native of
Birmingham, AL, Lee graduated from Auburn
University in aeronautical engineering before
moving to Huntsville, where he worked for Thiokol Chemical Corporation for 35 years, holding
several key management positions here. In addition to serving as president of the Historical

He was president of the regional section of
AIAA and the first recipient of the AIAA Martin
Schilling Award for outstanding service. He was
a former chairman of the Alabama Men’s Hall of
Fame, and a member of First Baptist Church
since 1957. He is survived by his wife of 61
years, Ola Ann Sims Lee; brother, CC (Jack)
Lee; three sons, Jimmy (Ann Marie), David
(Cathy), and Gary (Sally); and six grandchildren, Parker, Corey (Leslie), Hunter, Lindsey,
Dustin, and Jordan.
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Bicentennial Lectures
Winding Down
By Past President John Allen
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the lecture has also been given to historical societies in Gurley and Athens, to four church
groups, the Kiwanis Club, the SAR, three DARs,
and the Antique Guild.
It’s been fun and I’ve made a lot of new friends,
and I hope I was a good ambassador for the
Society.

Deane Dayton Receives
Statewide Award

John Allen with Cindy Hewitt, Branch Manager,
Monrovia Public Library

When I was the president of the Society, my
focus was to spread the word about Alabama’s
200th birthday as much as possible, both as a
Territory (2017) and as a State (2019). And one
of the initiatives that followed me out the door,
so to speak, when my term ended, was a lecture
series to generate support for the bicentennial.
It was initially given at all of the library branches
in the county and at UAH’s Osher Lifetime
Learning Institute and LearningQuest. A dual
purpose of the lectures was to garner new members for the Society.
Little did I realize that I would eventually do
the lecture twenty-three times, with one more
scheduled for September. Content includes early
Alabama history, Huntsville’s beginnings, the
Society’s bicentennial initiatives, and the work of
the Alabama Bicentennial Commission. The
lecture includes 80 Power Point slides.
In addition to the audiences mentioned above,

Deane Dayton

Congratulations to Historical Society board
member Dr. Deane Dayton for receiving a special award at the Alabama Historical Association’s annual meeting in Birmingham. Deane
received the AHA’s Digital History Award in
the Small Projects category for his
HuntsvilleHistoryCollection.org. The award
was presented at the AHA’s awards banquet
on April 13th. Dean’s digital Huntsville
History Collection contains thousands of photos,
drawings, stories, and links about the history
and architecture of Huntsville and Madison
County, which are accessible by anyone.
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Packed House for Huntsville & the Civil War
The U.S. Veterans Memorial Museum was
filled for the Society’s March meeting, at
which Marjorie Ann Reeves shared the story
of the Civil War in Madison County. A
Huntsville native and expert on the Civil
War, Reeves is the author of “From Paradise
to Hell,” a historical fiction novel following a
north Alabama family during the war, and is
a contributor to other volumes on Alabama
Civil War history. The Society is grateful to
Reeves for sharing with us and to the Veterans Memorial Museum for hosting the
March meeting.

Spring/Summer Review Coming Soon
Society members will soon be receiving their copy of the Spring/Summer edition of the
Huntsville Historical Review. According to Review editor Arley McCormick, subjects covered in the publication will be:
• Our Doughboy’s Part III Death at the Caesar Position, which describes the
event where Madison County boys died while serving in the Alabama Brigade
in WWI.
• Venable’s Hotel, Huntsville, Alabama, 1862, a narrative illustrating how
businessmen in the community printed money, providing change to patrons
during the Civil War.
• Huntsville’s Freedman’s Savings and Trust, a narrative regarding the life of
the Huntsville Freedman’s Bank during Reconstruction.
• Crimes in the Pacific, Vietnam, and Afghanistan, a narrative describing the
contributions of a patriotic family that served in three of America’s wars.
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