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Bringing the Bicentennial
to Life:
Historical Society Hosts
Student Actors
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Historical Marker
Dedicated at Alabama A&M;
Wildwood Marker
Unveiled East of Gurley

As part of the celebration of Alabama’s
Bicentennial the past couple of years, speakers
at the Huntsville/Madison County Historical
Society meetings have been sharing the stories
of the “greatest hits” of local history. For our
next meeting, we’ll see some of those stories
brought to life in a new way.
Helping us celebrate local history at that
meeting will be students from the theater
department

at

Randolph

School.

As

a

Bicentennial project, students in the department

A dedication ceremony was held for the new

have chosen a character from Madison County

Alabama A&M University Historical Marker

history to research and bring to life. A number of

on Wednesday, March 27th, on the AAMU

those

campus. The replacement marker was funded

students

will

be

performing

their

characters for the Society.

by the Alabama Historical Society under a

The meeting will be held on Sunday, June 9 at
2 p.m. in the auditorium of the downtown
branch of the Huntsville/Madison County Public
Library.

sion.
The marker was accepted by AAMU President, Dr. Andrew Hugine, Jr. Pictured above at

This meeting will be part of the Historical
Society’s

grant from the Alabama Bicentennial Commis-

Hometown

Huntsville

the unveiling are (left to right) Rev. Gloria

campaign

Madison (St. John AME Church), Dr. Annie

celebrating Alabama’s Bicentennial, focused on

Payton (Director of Library Services, J.F.

offering a “Huntsville History 101” approach to

Drake Memorial Learning Resources Center),

let city residents who have never had the

Angela Debro (AAMU General Counsel and-

opportunity to learn about its origins hear the

Class of 1991), Aayana Ingram (AAMU SGA

big events that shaped the Rocket City.
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President & Trustee), Dr. Bernice Richardson
(VP, Normal Historic District Preservation
Association), Jordan Brown (AAMU Child
Development Center Student), Rep. Laura Hall
(Alabama – 19th District), Mary Moore (AAMU
Alumna Class of 1983), Bryan Hicks (AAMU
Athletic Director and Class of 1992), and Alex
Luttrell (Marker Chair, Huntsville-Madison
County Historical Society).
Society members are invited to go check out the
new marker at the intersection of Meridian
Street and Chase Road, where exciting changes
are be taking place for the university.
The next marker dedication ceremony was held
on Sunday, May 19, on Highway 72 east of
Gurley. The marker being rededicated relates the
history of Wildwood, the home of author and
social leader Virginia Clay Clopton, who was
married to United States Senator Clement
Claiborne Clay and United States Congressman
David Clopton.
Among other markers currently being prepared
for dedication is a marker for the Avalon
Plantation and Cemetery, located at the
University of Alabama in Huntsville. The marker
is sponsored by the Huntsville-Madison County
Historical Society and the University of Alabama
in Huntsville History Department and
Department of Archives & Special Collections.
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Sunken Sidewalk Project
Highlight Of City’s “This
Place Matters” Kickoff
Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle and other city
officials used the Historical Society’s Sunken
Sidewalk restoration effort on the courthouse
Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle and other city
officials used the Historical Society’s Sunken
Sidewalk restoration effort on the courtho
square on April 30 as the site of the kick off for
the city’s 2019 “This Place Matters” historic
preservation campaign, which ran for the
month of May.

This Place Matters is a national campaign
created by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. The campaign encourages
people to celebrate the places that are
meaningful to them and to their communities.
Preservation allows the community to
showcase our history, one that includes public
and private enthusiasm and commitment.
2019 marks Huntsville’s fourth annual
celebration of preservation month, during
which the City highlights locals involved in
preservation in a variety of fun and engaging
ways. Huntsville recognizes that people are
the reason preservation is successful, and
honors the contributions of those who work
hard to preserve our local history.
The news conference took place at the
sunken sidewalk located on the east side of the
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courthouse square in downtown Huntsville. The
Huntsville/Madison County Historical Society
coordinated the renewal of the mid-1800s brick
walkway as a Bicentennial project, in partnership with the Historic Huntsville Foundation.
Under the guidance of local preservation
advocate Carol Codori, the Society coordinated
the renewal of the mid-19th century brick
walkway as a Bicentennial project, in
partnership with the Historic Huntsville
Foundation. Local artisan Berry Allen donated
scores of his skilled labor hours to complete this
project. At the kick off, the city applauded the
achievement of the sunken sidewalk’s
restoration and thanked Carol and Berry
(pictured above) for their dedication and hard
work.
The sunken sidewalk is situated in front of the
former Madison County Law Library. The
owners, attorney Mitchell J. Howie and his wife
Melanie Howie, purchased the early 1900s
building in 2017. Their goal is to maintain the
historical integrity of the building while updating
it for modern uses. Tours of the building were
offered during the kick off, and the Howies were
also recognized for their contributions to
preservation.
To make a tax-deductible contribution, send a
check made out to Huntsville-Madison County
Historical Society, and marked “sidewalk,” to
HMCHS, Box 666, Huntsville, AL 35804.

Joseph Lee Shares History of
Councill At Historical
Society March Meeting
The Society was honored to hear a great talk in
May from Joseph Lee, who brought to life the
story of William Hooper Councill, who was sold
as a slave at an auction block where the university
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he helped found now stands. In addition to
founding the Huntsville Normal School, which
became A&M, Councill helped found the
Lincoln School, edited a local newspaper,
practiced law before the state Supreme Court,
and was the namesake of the first high school
for African Americans in Huntsville. Joseph
Lee is a practicing professional with more than
30 years of experience in various city and
regional planning positions in the southeast
and around the world.

June Review Arriving Soon
The June issue of the Huntsville Historic
Review will be arriving soon. Articles in the
new edition include the following:
• A report on the HMCHS Bicentennial Project
downtown – the restoration of the sunken
sidewalk – by coordinator Carol Codori
• An article on the Bell Factory
• A description of President Monroe’s visit to
Huntsville 200 years ago
• A timeline of Huntsville’s Civil Rights history
by Kelly Hamlin
• An article on C.C. Clay Jr. (mentioned on the
Wildwood marker dedicated in May.)
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at H u n t s v i l l e - M a d i s on
County Historical Society
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