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Our Meeting in December
Don’t miss our next meeting of the Huntsville/Madison County Historical Society as we celebrate “Relics of The Rocket City." For our
December meeting, the Huntsville/Madison
County Historical Society will host U.S. Space &
Rocket Center Curator Ed Stewart, who will
share the history of how Huntsville became the
Rocket City and turned America into a leader in
space exploration in a talk with a unique twist.
“Relics of the Rocket City” will relate that story
through the unique perspective of the artifacts
that are in the collection of the Rocket Center.
Stewart will also share information about local
plans for next year’s Apollo 11 50th anniversary
celebration. December marks the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 8 mission on which a Huntsville-designed Saturn V rocket sent men into
orbit around the moon for the first time, and is
on the eve of next year’s events marking the 50th
anniversary of the first moon landing.
The meeting will be held on
Sunday, December 9 at 2 p.m. in the auditorium
of the Education Training Building at the
U.S. Space & Rocket Center (the separate
building on the eastern edge of the campus with
the large NASA logo on the side).
*NOTE: We will not be at the library for
this meeting!*
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Ed Stewart has worked at the U.S. Space &
Rocket Center for more than 13 years, and has
served as the Director of Exhibits and Curation
for the last eight. His responsibilities include
designing exhibits, managing incoming and
outgoing traveling exhibits, as well as preserving the archival and object collections, one of
the largest space collections in the world.
This meeting will be part of the Historical
Society’s Hometown Huntsville campaign celebrating Alabama’s Bicentennial, focused on
offering a “Huntsville History 101” approach to
let city residents who have never had the
opportunity to learn about its origins hear the
big events that shaped the Rocket City.

The Huntsville-Madison
County Historical Review
The 2018 Fall-Winter edition of the Review
will cover the Union occupation of Huntsville
in April 1862, courtesy of Marjorie Ann Reeves,
a frequent contributor to the Review. In addition, she adds a narrative regarding the long
history of the Huntsville Country Club. Whitney Snow, another frequent contributor to our
Review, along with co-author Sean C. Halverson, reacquaints us with Huntsville’s Shelta
Cave. Coy E. Michaels, genealogist and author,
revisits President James Monroe’s trip to
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Huntsville in June, 1819. Thank you to Arley
McCormick, our very capable editor!
Also, Arley and Jacque Reeves are elbow-deep
in putting together our second volume of the
special Bicentennial collection of past articles.
Stay tuned!
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mation about the Marker Challenge, see
www.HMCHS.info/mkrs. A big shout-out to
Deane Dayton for the incredible amount of work
he has put into getting this all together.

In Other News
Did you attend the annual Maple Hill Cemetery
Stroll on Sunday, October 21? We unveiled the
refurbished historical marker before the stroll
began. As always, stroll attendance broke a new
record. A number of our members are, or have
been, volunteers in this great annual event.

Four of the five governors buried at Maple Hill are represented by costumed characters as Cemetery Director Joy McKee
speaks and Historical Society President David Hitt (as Private
Turner Mayes) watches

Coming soon – a new marker at Lowe Mill/General Shoe/Genesco! More details to follow.

On October 27, the HOPE coordinator for our
society, Dakota Cotton, lead a Madison County
Marker Challenge tour to demonstrate how we
can learn more about our local history by exploring the Marker Challenge trails. For more infor-

Dakota Cotton demonstrates the Madison County Marker
Challenge on October

The preservation of the 1800s-era sunken sidewalk located in front of the former law library at
205 East Side Square is finished! Thanks to
Carol Codori for leading this project, one can
actually see the old brick sidewalk now that it
has a new frame, a new plexiglass top and even
night-time lighting! This project was accomplished thanks to donations and partnership
with the Historic Huntsville foundation.
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As part of our support of Huntsville History
Month, a book-signing was held at the Convention and Visitors Bureau on October 23 with four
local and semi-local authors: John Scales, Jim
Pate, Mark Johnson, and Jacque Reeves.
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With 2019, our Bicentennial year nipping at our
heels, we are trying to offer more events to celebrate Alabama’s history. If you have ideas (or
plans) for events, please let us know
- David Hitt, Society President

Time for Dues

The announcement of Huntsville History Month was made at
the Huntsville-Madison County Convention and Visitors
Bureau.

We received a letter, dated October 25, from the
Alabama Historical Commission informing us
that the Madison County Rosenwald School,
located at 124 Kalea Lane in Meridianville, has
been listed on the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. Julius Rosenwald was a
philanthropist who donated money to build
schools for African American students in the
rural segregated South between 1917 and 1932. It
has been estimated that as much as 40% of the
African American students attended Rosenwald
schools in the early 1900s. The Rosenwald Fund
also provided money for teachers’ homes and
shop buildings, as well as grants for African
American artists and writers. Mr. Rosenwald
died in Chicago in 1932.

If you will remember, last year we voted to
change our dues year from January 1 to December 31 to help avoid the confusion of June to
May 31 membership. In this mailing, you will
find a self-addressed stamped envelope for convenience in mailing your check, and we sincerely appreciate your continued support of the
Society. Our membership numbers have
increased (have you noticed the increased attendance at our meetings?) and our publications
have too. With your support, we have added,
refurbished, and replaced many markers that
have become weathered and worn. These markers are proof of the pride our community holds
for remembering our past.
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at H u n t s v i l l e - M a d i s on
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David Hitt, president; Jodi Stephens, vice-president; Wayne Smith, treasurer; Sharon Lang, recording secretary; Arley McCormick, editor Historical Review; Alex Luttrell, head Marker Committee; Jacque Reeves, past
president/vice president; Ron Bledsoe, past president/vice president; Deane Dayton, archivist; Kelly Fisk
Hamlin, HOPE; Sam Tumminello, Facebook; David Byers, John Allen, Carol Codori, Joyce Smith and Gary
Wicks, past presidents.

