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Winter Meeting, Sunday
December 12, at 2:00 PM
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overcame the odds and met the state’s voter

New Historical Marker
Commemorating
Huntsville’s First Black
Women Voters
Madison County’s newest historical marker
commemorates the six black women who
registered to vote in 1920 after the 19th
Amendment was ratified. The marker was
unveiled Sunday October 31st to a large
crowd who gathered to celebrate these
formerly hidden figures in Huntsville’s
history.
White and black women suffragists in the
South worked towards similar goals, but they
did not work together to achieve them. While
black women in the South were excluded
from white suffrage organizations, they
worked toward woman suffrage in their own

requirements in 1920.
You can visit Madison County’s newest
historical marker at the William Hooper
Councill Memorial Park, 620 St. Clair Ave.
This marker was placed through the efforts
of the Historic Huntsville Foundation.
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The Huntsville Historical
Review; Volume 46 #2

Edward Butler, Francis Taylor Butler, and

Coming to your mailbox soon, the latest
issue of The Huntsville Historical Review
will include: the WWII adventures of
another Raphael Semmes; with roots in
Huntsville and the grandson of the Captain,
same name, of the most feared Confederate
raider on the high seas during the Civil War.
His experience is described by Captain John
A. Rodgaard, U.S. Navy Reserve, a Navy
historian. We also have the history of the
Probate Court in Huntsville by Frank Barger,
Madison County Probate Judge. Marjorie
Ann Reeves tells us about Alabama’s favorite
southern belle, Virginia Clay; and, David
Byers transcribed a letter that Thomas
Jefferson sent to Thomas Freeman. We also
begin a three-part series explaining what
happened to the Huntsville Jaycees. In this
series John H. Allen and John H. Ofenloch
describe the life and death of a vibrant
philanthropic

civil

organization
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in

Huntsville.
https://www.facebook.com/HistoryHsv/.

Historical Collection
Spotlight

George Washington Butler – established
Butler Bros. General Merchandise in 1872
on New Hope’s Main Street. During the late
1800s, New Hope was a boom town, having
experienced large economic expansion and
physical growth. It also had survived
several natural disasters, including floods
in 1886 and 1896, and again in 1916. By the
early 1900s, the town was well into a period
of prosperity. Around 1909, the James E.
Butler General Merchandise (as it was then
known) moved from the east to the west
side of Main Street where it took up space in
a two-story brick building. Over time, the
company

occupied

three

adjacent

buildings. The central building was used for
general merchandise, dry goods, hardware,
and office space. The northern building,
also built in 1909, was used as the Bank of
New Hope until the Great Depression, after
which it was used as a grocery store. It was
around

that

time

that

the

business

expanded to include a cotton ginning
facility and warehouses. The southern
building was constructed in 1939 and
housed a furniture store. The business
flourished well into the 20th Century,

HMCPL Special Collections is home to the
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ledgers of the Butler Bros. company of New

cottonseed. Butler Bros. closed in the

Hope, AL. The Butler family began selling

mid-1970s, after a period of agricultural

dry goods and hardware in the 1850s. As the

decline and an increase in commercial

name suggests, three brothers – James

activity in Huntsville. The three buildings
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were listed on the National Register of
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Historic Places in 1992.

Fall Meeting with the
Huntsville Ghost Walk Crew

More resources:

A huge thank you to the members of the

HMCPL Special Collections – The Butler
Bros. Collection consists of over 200
ledgers. It has its own aisle in the archive!
City of New Hope biography -

Huntsville Ghost Walk crew for sharing
their storytelling talents with us at the fall
meeting! The Huntsville Ghost Walk tour
guides blend historical research with the
talents of a medium who communicates

https://tinyurl.com/newhopebio

with the spirit world. This is a unique and

National Register of Historic Places -

alluring way to explore Huntsville’s rich

https://tinyurl.com/nationalregisterhistoric

history because as Jacque Reeves put it,
“When you’re afraid is when you’re most
alive.”
We heard a number of chilling tales
including: the story of a Hotel Russell
Erskine bellhop who is still giving tours of
his beloved hotel from the afterlife; the
story of a woman replaying her last happy

Butler Building in 2012, courtesy Wikimedia

moments on a Downtown street shortly
before she was murdered by her boyfriend;
and the story of a historic home on McClung
haunted by a ghostly little girl. The stories of
the Huntsville Ghost Walk have something
for everyone even if you do not believe in
ghosts!
https://www.facebook.com/HistoryHsv/

Butler Bros. Collection, courtesy HMCPL Special
Collections

Bob Boyer

Jacque Reeves
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Membership Dues - It’s time for renewals!
A new year is approaching and membership payments are coming up! Your
annual dues enable us to pay for publication of our twice annual “Historical
Huntsville Review” as well as our newsletters, stipends to our speakers, and
whatever is needed for restoration of our aging markers and various other
supplies. We appreciate your membership and hope you enjoy our programs.
Use the addressed and stamped envelope to mail your check for $35, made out
to Huntsville-Madison County Historical Society (or just HMCHS). Thank you!

at Huntsville-Madison
County Historical Society
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